2013
Top Production

Total Production

Big Players
Perform
Top makers increase production

T

By Karl Klooster

here were three categories of
winegrapes harvest during 2013.
Those picked before the monsoons. Those picked during the monsoons. And those picked afterward.
Consequently, there will be notable
differences among some 2013 Oregon
wines, particularly in the more northerly
regions of the state.
According to winemakers, the best
of the 2013s are exceptional, perhaps as
good as the 2012s. But, at their worst,
they are still quite acceptable, once again
proving how Oregon vintners adapt to
adversity.
Ranked below by quantity of production are Oregon’s 20 largest winery facilities and brands. In other words, some of
the largest wineries are not necessarily
home to the biggest brands.
At 2.02 million cases, the estimated
total production of these 20 wineries
represents roughly 65 percent of the
state’s total production for 2013, or 3.3
million cases.
How close this yardstick comes to actual production will have to await more
definitive information. Last year it was
5.1 percent under.
There is a new numero uno in total
production this year. A to Z Wineworks,
on Highway 99W just west of Newberg,
cranked out 298,000 cases for 2013,
leaping over longstanding leader King
Estate of Lorane.
However, King Estate retained its
top spot as a brand with an estimated
production of 346,000 cases carrying the
name and related brand names from the
2013 vintage.
Both wineries tallied huge gains over
2012. A to Z’s production soared from
119,300 cases to 298,000, an eye-popping
expansion of 149.8 percent.
To retain its No. 1 brand ranking, King
Estate jumped from 231,500 cases to
346,000 cases, tallying an impressive 49.5
percent increase.
The total production of the third
place winery, 12th & Maple, is purely a
matter of conjecture. Its former owner,
See TOP PRODUCTION on page 76
10 2014 Oregon Wine Almanac

by

